Advances in Hemoglobin Analysis  by Huehns, E.R. et al.
Volume 138, number 1 FEBS LETTERS February 1982 
Advances in Hemoglobin Analysis 
Progress in Clinical and Biological Research: Volume 60 
Edited by S. M. Hanash and G. J. Brewer 
Alan R. .Iiss; New York, 198 1 
xii + 212 pages. g15.00 
This small book reports the proceedings of a work- 
shop held in 1980. Because of this, the contents of 
the book do not represent an overview of the subject 
but rather eflect the methodology favoured by those 
attending the meeting. Nevertheless, there are good 
descriptions of ‘high performance liquid chromatog- 
raphy’ applied to various haemoglobin analyses which 
fdl-40% of the book followed by descriptions of a 
Bile Acids and Lipids 
Edited by G. Paumgartner, A. Stiel and W. Gerok 
MTP; Lancaster, 1981 
xx + 384 pages. 224.95 
Biochemists unconcerned with liver disease may 
not know about Dr Herbert Falk. This remarkable 
man controls pharmaceutical Companies in Freiburg- 
im-Breisgau and Basle and has decided that education 
in a wide sense would be a good means of promotion. 
Beginning in 1970, he has sponsored biennial Bile 
Acid Congresses together with much larger Liver 
Meetings in Freiburg or Basle. From the start, these 
gatherings have been freely open, truly international 
and run and attended by the undoubted experts. 
Thus, they have been increasingly valuable scientific 
and medical occasions at which Dr Falk himself, a 
generous and genial host, never fails to provide an 
excursion to the Black Forest, his country since child- 
hood, and samples of local social customs as well as 
food and the splendid Rhenish wines. Some German 
students have protested on political grounds, but this 
example of patronage has been of real benefit to 
scientists and clinicians alike as well as, one hopes, to 
number of other specialised techniques. A consider- 
able proportion of the material has already been 
published, at least in part, in other papers by the 
authors concerned. Nevertheless, the book represents 
a useful collection of haemoglobin methodology and 
as such should be available in laboratories working in 
this area. 
E. R. Huehns 
the latters’ patients. If Dr Falk has gained also, he 
deserves to profit from his courage and wide-ranging 
imagination. 
The present volume is the fifth in the series and 
consists of papers presented at Falk’s 6th Bile Acid 
meeting in Freiburg in October 1980. These include 
extended reports of recent work on cholesterol and 
bile acid biosynthesis, on the relationships between 
bile acids and bile salts and cholesterol absorption 
from the intestine, on lipoproteins and other plasma 
lipids and on the secretion of lipids into bile, as well 
as on miscellaneous subjects. A ‘workshop’ concern- 
ing the dissolution of gallstones in situ by oral treat- 
ment with chenodeoxycholic orursodeoxycholic 
acids gives the position as seen in 1980. (A brief 
summary [Lancet (1981) ii, 9051 brings the subject 
to date.) Most of the papers are thorough, scholarly, 
well-illustrated and supplied with references. The 
book is well produced and has a good Index. 
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